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From Cooling Tower to Viewing Tower?
Are nuclear power plants worthy of monu-
ment status and preservation?

All over the world, states are currently discussing either aban-
doning or maintaining nuclear power. In Switzerland too, the
topic of nuclear energy is having a polarising effect on people
in the face of climate change, environmental crises and radio-
active waste. The book Kernkraftwerke (Christoph Merian Ver-
lag) clarifies the conditions under which the plants built in
Switzerland since the 1960s emerged and developed, in terms
of the history of their construction, energy planning and social
policy. The publication, comprehensive and with rich pictorial
material and plans, focuses on the specific architecture of all
five power plants and indicates what a responsible re-use and
repurposing could look like. Experts exchange thoughts on
their value as monuments and on their ideas for re-use, raising
the question of what this uncomfortable heritage means for
the landscape and for collective memory.

Visually striking cooling towers and gigantic plumes of vapour
billowing up into the sky. The five commercial industrial plans
that were constructed along the rivers Aare and Rhine up to the
mid-1980s have certainly become part of the surrounding lands-
cape. Today, four active reactor blocks - the fifth, Miahleberg,
plant having been shut down in 2019 - still cover about one third
of Switzerland’s energy requirements. Are these plants architec-
tural memorials to our faith in progress, or recent monuments of
opposition to this? These are aspects which the book also deals
with.

Nuclear power plants are worthy of protection both as monu-
ments to modern industry and as defining landmarks, on this
the experts are agreed. However, before these large plants can
become memorial sites or be otherwise creatively repurposed as
architectural testimony to the atomic age, complex legal, eco-
nomic and also cultural prerequisites must be fulfilled. For wit-
hout acceptance among the general public, it will be difficult to
assert that nuclear power plants possess historical value as mo-
numents.

Perhaps the process of ‘historicisation-in-progress’ offers the
chance to discuss the heritage of the atomic age anew and in
depth, at both national and international level. This publication
provides the kind of basic information required for this task, a-
long with inspiring impulses. What is more, after reading it, any-
one who leaves the book on their bedside table can experience a
radiant miracle: the cover then shines in fluorescent neon green.

Texts (German and English) by Christina Haas, Anne-Catherine
Schréter and Harald R. Stlhlinger, foreword by Sigrid Brandt
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Printable files of the book cover and
other illustrations are to be found In the
Media Release relating to this publica-
tion under:

merianverlag.ch/presse

Should you have any questions please
contact:

Andrea Bikle

Presse- und Offentlichkeitsarbeit
Christoph Merian Verlag

St. Alban-Vorstadt 12

4052 Basel

Schweiz

Tel. +41 61226 33 50
a.bikle@merianverlag.ch

We would like to thank you in advance
for sending us a file copy of your re-
view!
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